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INFANT FORMULA TESTED “SAFE”—BUT WHAT THE

FDA DIDN’T TELL PARENTS

FDA/HHS INFANT FORMULA

TESTING SNAPSHOT
April 2026

The April 2026 HHS testing offers reassurance— T | ° e il po
but a closer look reveals critical gaps in how e - =
infant exposure is measured, interpreted, and communicated. 11 Cmmtw liquid
23 ready-to-feed
WHAT THE FDA TESTED © As prepared for feeding
Metals Pasticides Pthhalates &
P As ms) (LC-MS/MS & PFAS Plasticizers Market basket Results compared
Cd Ho N, GC-MS/MS) (LC-Ms/MS) (GC-MS/MS or snapshot 0 existing safety
o 318 pesticides 30 PFAS LC-MS/MS) not lot-by-lot thresholds
Mercury including giyphosate compounds 21 phthalates + surveillance (pmny e o1
& glufosinate 1 plasticizer waler or adult
standards)
WHAT THEY FOUND (CONCENTRATION IN FORMULA AS PREPARED FOR FEEDING)
% of samples in each range (parts per billion = ppb; parts per trillion = ppt)
LEAD ARSENIC CADMIUM MERCURY PFOS PHTHALATES
Detected in Detected in Detected in Detected in (a type of PFAS) Detected in
80% of samples 94% of samples 66% of samples 5% of samples Detected In about 46% of samples
i :i 5% 50% of samples
b “% ? ab

W No detects W No detects W No detects W No detects

I Detocted <0.2 ppb I Detected 0.5 ppb 1 Detocted <0.2 ppd I Detected <0.3 ppb : "c“d’ gcled : :::::M

M 0.3-0.5 ppb M 0.6 - 2.0 ppb W 03-1.1ppb

W >0.5 ppb W >2.0ppb W >1.1ppb

Range: ND - 1.1 ppb Range: ND - 4.7 ppb Range: ND - 1.5 ppb Range: ND - 0.3 ppb Range: 0.51 - 6.0 ppt DEHP range: ND - 57 ppb

95% below 0.5 ppb 95% below ~2.0 ppb 95% below 1.1 ppb 95% below 0.3 ppb 95% below 2.9 ppt DINP range: ND - 145 ppb

Median: 0.2 ppb Median: 0.5 ppb Median: 0.2 ppb Median: ND (ppt = parts per trillion)

Subset testing showed
arsenic present was
ND = Not Detected inorganic arsenic.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR INFANTS? Translating C trati

Formula is a primary food source for many infants.

Into Daily Intake Ee
“\.“> WHY THIS MATTERS

ESTIMATED DAILY INTAKE* @ Infants consume formula

CONTAMINANT MAXIMUM DETECTED

(in formula)

Typical intake for

Lower (24 07/ 0.71 1) Upper (32 07 / 0.85 L) as a primary or sole
formula-fed infants:
LEAD @ 1.1 ppb 0.78 pg/day 1.0 pg/day food source.
24-32 ounces ARSENIC o 47 ppb 33 pgiday 4.5 pg/day @ Toxicants can impact brain
per day development, hormones,
(0.71-0.95 liters) CADMIUM @ 1.5 ppb 1.1 pg/day 1.4 pg/day kidneys, immunity, and more.
pros pras O 6.0 ppt 4.3 ng/day 5.7 ng/day @ There is no safo level of lead
1ppb=1pg/l DEHP (oate () 57 ppb 40 ug/day 54 ug/day O monic or nucvelopnl.
1ppt=1ng/lL DINP (prisaisss) € 145 ppb 103 pa/day 137 ug/day @ Daily, cumulative exposure
is what counts.

*Daily inake will vary with infant weight and actual volume consumed,

METHODS VS, MEANING (THE CRITICAL GAP)
“" WHAT THE FDA DID WELL: STATE-OF-THE-ART ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY

Vg = MICIOgram NG = Nanogram

WHAT'S MISSING: NOT STATE-OF-THE-ART EXPOSURE SCIENCE
Gold standard for detecting

ICP-M3 for heavy metals ) <?> No exposure

Ce ion only —no i
into infant dose or body weight

(16a@, arsenic, cadmium, mercury) M"" p; m :""' m) (1g/kg/day)
Limited spaciation Inorganic vs. organic arsenic not
:-:‘“3"‘3 & GC-MS/MS m sensitive, specific. o %S: (especially for areenic) measured in all samples
Yy industry
o iq Targeted tosting, 30 PFAS and 318 pesticides only—
Bl ot kncwrs ot caplured
LC-MS/MS for PFAS Standard targeted methods
for PFAS quantification o Q& No mixture toxicity Does not evaluate additive or
assessment synergistic effects of chemicals
GC-MS or LC-MS for ArCOptan, moaam anantical e Godict =
phisistew/plastioliecs othods 0 O gt parency oot
Bottom line: The FDA used modem, validated, high-quality Q @ Not longltudinal m'"’::g'“bx o
analytical tools to detect contaminants with great precision.
Bottom line: We are missing the science that tells us what repeated,
cumulative exposure means for a developing child.
THE BOTTOM LINE WHAT WE NEED
At a population level, contaminant ) Aok
lovols in infant formuia are gonerally Infontspecific [ Botciee tanpaeacy Y Cuatic ] W""‘:'“ { °"°""';;‘°°""""
low. Al the individual infant level, safety standards  |=() from manufacturers ll exposure Neuroloxic and endocring- testing and public
cumulative daily exposure remains scicnee disnupting chemicals reporting
insufficiently characterized.
Beference: U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Infant Formula Product Testing Results, April 2026. NOT MEDICAL ADVICE.
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